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Carolyn Smith is one of the direclors
of Auckland based practice Architecture
Smith + Scully. She talks to Claire Ellery
about running a practice and her life

in architeclure.

34 voua study architecture at Aucklamd
Linbversity?

1 did b i degree at Ausskland Lniverity
lee=fore 1 did archicecture arsd ther used

that music degree as a sort of infermediate
e fntech sererd. 1 wad majoring in
compodition & it was kind ol structugal and
wpatial music and there was a relationship
between them for me 5o | wenk 1o Auckland
AreEitectare Sehood and findehed B 1934,
gradaating just in tiene for the 1987 crash
thie niextt year,

[ o ik e wary you approsch
architecture, then or now, was infleenced
by your peers and {eachers at universify?
1 iEine Dod e | waid poiliy mone Iieflisisced
ey s architects who were in practice
at the gimse, AR undversity B owas the uslis
putads wihd | think kad the meil infloenes,
| had David Mikchell and Clasds Mepom,
who was fantastic really becanse he was so
PasSNME You dide™ dwiayd agnes with
him. He was 2 very shabeorm man but ke did
wome amadng desdgns and they were kind of
anbque and b pushod yom 1o follow an ica
Clinkon Bird was another totor | really
zamned a lot from - more about Jetalled
planning. and thinking about spaces loft
&vet, He I3 maie of am uibam deilgne B o
wery thoughiful man and | really appreciated
his appreach. Ao, most prebably Sarah

Treadwell. Sarah was the only female tubor
winen | was there and she's head of wwhool
nw, which i1 fancaitig, She taught lovely
shsdin programeses that ahays sttracted
miz. Heer programmes fell the most suitabie
1% Eranid Sver soms of my thinking frem
my mukkl degree wilth spefiouimeis and
awareness of space and she just seemed to
have pregects that wore mone saited

Ao my enother wais prohably a big
Influence. Ske was 3 solo maam and she
irained a1 am accountant at might wchool
g the alfics b

and then pot & job
office manager for what was then Fairhead
farg and Carmachan Archifects. ¥When
they split ihe went with Sisnon Carpachan
and ran hig alfice, She wizd with thisn foa
about 21 years. She was really imterested in
architecture and gave me a bit of 3 naadge in
ihat diFection,

| used bo g Info the office when | was
a ttudent amd make modeks for Simen
Camnachan and (hink "wosw - Emasing
hiouses”, | really liied the offlce and i seemned
like a really mice bunch of people. Bon Sang
winild always take me aside and make helplul
pupgestions - b oncs £ald always have a litle
prodect of your own on the side, that's how
arciitocts can pot ahead, and 50 | hae done
Bak. 've Sané & low housel bor aymcll along
the way and Ron gpoke at ey nvam's faneral
just recently because they became very close

Erikends. 5o they have also Infloenced me.
Simon and Ron

Thiekr practice must have seemed pretty
ool
Wi 1

1, sl they were viry nies poople,
genminely interesied in pou. 50 wisat
attracted me to architecture in a Wl Wil
the people and the fact they socmed 1o enjoy
what chey did and were snading fhess oo,
gorgeous houses; it all seemed pretty good to
mie. 50 that was quite 3 big inflsence. When
Wi wirg peln Rhaeaagh to anchibeituse
school | was wery keem on the work that Pip
Cheshire and Pebe Bovdley were dolng

1 sipired 8o do semcthing Bke that,

Let's talk about your practice. How did
ArchBfccture Smith + Scully start?
Hilary and 1 have ko in partncrihip 18
years now | ihink, mayvbe 17. We met on the
first day of architechare schesal. ¥We were In
the guciic 1o et wilh the dean and IN'm
Smizh amd she's Soally 2o she wenk I before
e and we sort of became good friends
thrgugh anchitochae schesl

Then we wenk and did ous cwn thing
I wemt and worked for Bossley Cheshire
Architects and then Hikary went off to
Lomdan and waikod Tof & Tow year, pot
registered Im Lomdon amd then | wens off to
Londion and worked there for 3 while too. =
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Whien we came hack we both worked
tar Amanda Remnolds asd Hames Shagley
Im retall archibecbare, which was quite fen.
larly gooed

I dam 't ke Bl we weene pas

e

at retabl, Bok we wene pood shappers
ry hasd ber fire chald and affer a pear
called me up dnd sald “ghall we sct up 3

practioe?. We'd been balking adsoun

cold keep bsing archincsts and ke mathe
and for us it was 2 huge dilemyma becaue
ERETE WETEN'L M0 mdny oiat Thepe o B
beniest. 3ome women chose med b Dave
children

We thought this might be a peod idea,
we ool feT W 3 pERCEicE TRl Esant we
could sort of rum it part Eime and mot pull

riight out of archdteciure. We could see

that wamen were puldlimg auk when 3
had children and not coming back in and
wie dEAn'Y wank o do thet. Also yau just
lose touch and bose confidence; things
are changing all the time 5 ardBivegtans
and | think it's vory casy to bose your

coniideme

¥

So we et i up, We were dafmg mulii-
weril b resddemviial PO 4 amd refakl fo stant
witk. As | kad 3 child th
quite hard to mest thelr desdlinss and fully
cemmmil, i3 we hath deibgned srd Bille &
ecomee each for oursebves. We pot quite a
list af prafile fros thene houssd, They wene
both published In Archaliecdure Mow Ze
My omie Wik of

5wt foagnd it was

poit some famtastic profile and it mana,
to shift oursslves inibe the dossesric sinple
dwelling market, which sulted us, With thak

we loumd we reallly enjoyed working with

poogle, we wire weaking lor psople wha
really cared about the regult, more wo than

iy & developer
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-St Aﬂdrfws Rﬂﬂd o o o ﬂma e m M 2 L-! Whal ase the good Chings il panning

H‘:}U SE o I By a practice!
| - i i i : : ' B Lhang It's the people amd e oppartar
I 1 - i ik wikhas L af -
— r th | h of T, X
+ AUCKLAMI ] . 4 1 s ink what bath of us emjoy. neally, s
] . 4 Eilcham the oppormusity o mzke somethin
a " L .j ‘ " B ke Y PEMT for sameens, & now hssiis |8 somsthir £
T 1 1 . & ' E X | B BEadrooems they ve been dreamimg about amd plamining
L T X -I ' h r T Balhivon far 4 lemp timss wnd 12§ higge, But alio
_IF_—[—}_..| | L = K I | B Loy beouse alterations - just making their day
' N | 5 " B S foUeE & how the hoide works
| I..___| . i b Ly and bwrw warm they are and how cool they

Ul [yl T 1d whether 0" easier b have parties

: u 1 i kE Odckoos and i's casier 8o ook and all thods things
! > l i ] fireplice [ iiink we both pet a lot of 52 a1t
-

2 Y r}; ¥ 13 Cororred lerrie ot of that and yes mect th IES ramngs
| et j & w TolT
Ly 1L ATRE 5 v LS hei - ety ] s % i Camags of people from plamning consulianks,
(11 Fownm enpineeri, 458 buildan ta supplicn, cikinct

miakers and cliemts. That's another pars
E L that we peally snjoy, L
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Do yo dix modtly new howse: ar additions ETASTITRES N

sl alterationss ATeRs & ome of The

w with a
| dom't know why, bukt it's probably dighily warm gear and pet outside and realise it's 2 | In Mew Zealand « 1o peo

Ol
*0E LSS

fhese st

micae mew hosases that we've domee to dake. | img to be a pleasure ko They see all these th
¥ e iaile an

. [ Just thas ¢ co6rs &0

hinve fiew Bomises, Eher' e grest ., wk ih exscmlially

iy amd da it the
I

u. It will change

at's qpuibe exc

Yioas gt toe put yvour stamp on them?
Tex, bt achoally we ve

E
yeard with 1Bin moocisk
mee alterations have come ou
we re hap v Alterations car
frustrating have o dio

work dor i

When you lesk back en the wiark thal
Bo vou think Mew Zealamders are used o yvou ve done are there howses that
living Im hivases that are not really fit for stamed ot for vou as belng particularly
purpase just because we always have! interesting?

Yei, becaisie the g wete detigesed Bar Deae ol the recsnit anes in Welght Head

Ty, Tl Fave 1 =0 much, and if the e street and mot Bor i n. & '\-l"..l".. I am particularly pisased with. That one
altera i1t a very big one sometimes mid of course they were not Insulated. | was guite 2 challenpe becawse it had soft
youl foel goid that™s 4 it af momney B hawve tRink that’s changing. | think people™ granird and peblic draims and it wad quite
1o apered; sometimees the docunsen cxpectathoas are really changing and they slEep an cred Ibly narnone - 1t was 1.2

requirements are oo masch difffers expect meome from 2 house because most mesbers wide, very bong : '-p: g &0 IR
small alteration as a whole new house clients thak come to meade it very difficalt to meet the plann

1 I-|| I

reilraind

They | eliemts who

siwae of what's w

Digs youl Ehbsik Ehat becaise 5o masy already amd they know

efogmiie thods 4

Auckland komes are old villas that are codd  want sunshime, they want Sow, they want and | was really "-I-.J--. | with how that
and damp, clients stand to gain a lot from oo cront vemtilation proccss went, Somctimes things line up
& thoughthul renevalion? ] wk Mew Jealanderi really krsdw and yea pet & pood client, goad builder
Yies, they can be cobd very damp and vaite a lot about houses :| nd b they and a reasonable budget for what they

dark. I just

that s incredibhe '-l1 suld ke and how they'd like to
nal in plan really

Predably Bocauiss there's such &
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& laney ksoking houis om such a dkiney
little steep site. We were quite pleased with
that ane

O the cmes that come to mind, probakbéy
ane &f the mond JifEcult hotdsd was oy
hiouse. That wad cheap land that so-one dhe
could Buddd om, wis

b of sousie predents
worne real chalenges. |0 wid really sesp. It
was clamed as peotech unstable prownd so
It fieedad makiee pEAE retaining. 1 wid
buildimg right over a public draim and | had
protecind pohan

tskawa trecs dotted right up
It wraetn’t actuadly & wite mneil [ oonld prose
tx the council that | sould meve the Erecs
and redte ane. S0 there was & Be ol fhl,
bt oy partner was very Erusting. becasse it
ik gaite cxpenilve. Yei, that ons wl woy
Lhallenging

Then thingg Bappen on the job, We
Loty BNt have 4 mucs Mmossy 38 W
prebably needed to do it s you'ne always
Eving to haul ir im, arsd then ey pvam
pot sk and died during that proces, so 0
wirh baaking afer Ber, I8 soer of phways 2
romiination of thimgs. Every project has it
wet o challenpes bul that was particulasly
Challenging, bui It's 2 mice place fo live I
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What ase the good things happening in
residemtial archibectare in Mew Zealand at
the moesnent?

[ think Mew Fealand architects are coming
Irte Ekelr ows strbde, Lol of archfiect

are cumently prodscing nilce woek 1B
resldential and also public archigectare
Oeed that have come (hrauph |e me, and

worked overseas for quite high prefile finms,

have Aeww domne Bask and Gre dobn g tkelr
own thing They're a confident breed and
they can recognbic that we dont feed 1o
look to Furope for examples i modd work
o, thak im acbaal fact we have 2 differomt
st of ribefia here, we have & dilfesenil
climate, amd that some of those restraints
LA i'll.""i'l.lr .I:'iF: Ta b !:'I WUE W
architechure of this place

| wenk t& the Auckland An Callery
openieg and that was just famtasiic o see
all thewe progle imtenested in the cponing
ol an a38iiken oo 2 public ballding 1%
beautifally done. begutifully detailed and
very aensieively deme relatisng fo the park,
and pecple were talking aboat that. They
weren't archiBects; Rhey were Juit enjeying
It. That for me= was a real slpn that mot just

Misw Fealand architeces bul alis the pubise
are much mware interested in good design
a5 recogniie that good daiign alledts
theern - good design can make your day
Bsiher,

It was the same with Wynyard Park.
Crver F0000 peaple - and it wat 2 cold
18 Lhe
opening of am urban space. How fantastic.
They wede Al jude bussing beciais I8 wai
ther place o be.

With housing | think what | am seding
i i development of wiar we've always
koo Baught and have desipned Inheremtly
i 2 iised - I8 Whal elemnent ol passive
wolar designs. For s ig's a daty, Every mew
Bziling has 1o be as eneray clficieons zml
A BEFEMYE DD RS IO MIMmENT &5 1 Can
B, Thae's abmont created b Swn atyle o
ol thurees th

I think it i being done with a lovely
fendes of confidemce ard detaillmg with
Elmber that ks creating a sense of sivle that
perhaps the Barapeans are locking fowards
for ideas. There's a sort of a frechness about
Mew Zealand and Agvirallan eciidentlal
architecture. L

7y = wanibed 1o expesl
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